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Among the First Players.
Granville-Barker played Dubedat; Lillah McCarthy, Jennifer;
Ben Webster, Ridgeon; Lewis Casson, Danby; Eric Lewis, CB. B.*;
Clare Greet, Emmy; William Farren, Jr., Cullen; and Percy Mar-
mont (later a star of the silent films), the Waiter.
In America Nicholas Hannen was Dubedat to Lillah McCarthy's .
Jennifer, other notables in the cast being Ian Maclaren (Ridgeon),
(X P. Heggie (*B. B.'), and Ernest Cossart (the Newspaper Man).
'The Doctor's Dilemma was called a tragedy partly for the absurd
reason that Archer challenged me to write a tragedy, and partly for the
much better reason that its theme: that of "a man of genius who is
not also a man of honor," is the most tragic of all themes to people
who can understand its importance. Even the comedy which runs
concurrently with it: a comedy of the medical profession as at present
organized in England, is a tragic comedy, with death conducting the
orchestra. Yet the play is funnier than most farces. The tragedy
of Dubedat is not his death but his life; nevertheless his death, a
purely poetic one, would once have seemed wholly incompatible with
laughter. It takes place in the presence of the newspaper reporter,
who is almost as ludicrous and farcical as such people are in real life;
and the perfectly genuine and moving distress of B. B. is expressed
by misquotations of Shakespeare in the manner of Huckleberry Finn.'
G. B* S., in a letter to Archibald Henderson.
Incidentally a subsidiary tragedy lies in the passage of
those gorgeous Shakespearean misquotations clean over
most of the heads in the audience, the majority of which
remains at best gravely puzzled, or at worst quite incapable
of connecting the misquotations, much less the true text
from which they spring, with Shakespeare. It is their
loss: they miss much Malapropian fun.
* The Doctor's Dilemma is rich in portraits from real life.
To mention two: those of the murderer and his victim.
The former, Sir Colenso Ridgeon, is a portrait of Sir
Almroth Wright in so far (but only in so far) as years
before at St. Mary's Hospital, London, Shaw overheard
Sir Almroth being landed in precisely the same dilemma as
Ridgeon's in the play. As for the murdered Dubedat,
Shaw took two of his traits, his habit of borrowing and his
his contempt for wedlock, straight from Edward Aveling,
the sexually attractive scamp who deserted his wife, and on